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Creative Commons Organization 

Creative Commons (CC) is an international nonprofit 
organization, established in 2001, dedicated to helping build 
and sustain a thriving commons of shared knowledge and 
culture. 
Together with an extensive member 
network and multiple partners, we 
build capacity, we develop practical 
solutions, and we advocate for open 
sharing of education, culture, and 
science that serves the public 
interest. As part of this work, we 
help overcome legal obstacles to 
the sharing of knowledge and 
creativity to address the world’s 
most pressing challenges. 

 

Creative Commons or “CC”: 

• is a nonprofit organization 
• is the global steward for its open 

licenses 
• was founded in 2001 
• operates worldwide 
• is supported by a global 

community of experts, in 
countries all over the world. 

 
The Creative Commons organization is the steward of the CC 
licenses which have been dedicated to the public domain, and 
are therefore free to use, forever. 

CC licenses: 
• have been proven over time 
• are the international standard for open licensing 
• are built on top of and respect copyright law 
• have always been found enforceable in a court of law. 

 
As part of CC's stewardship of the 
licenses and commitment to the 
commons, CC licenses are updated as 
necessary to ensure the licenses 
remain effective and current. At 
Creative Commons, we understand 
that the world relies on CC licenses to 
freely share educational resources, 
scientific research, cultural works and 
more. 

 
As of 2025, the world has billions of 
CC licensed creative works (e.g., 
educational resources, images, music, 
research articles, data, etc.) across 
millions of websites. At CC, we are 
aware of the impact of this persistent 
growth as we head into the future. 
This is why we strongly support 
initiatives such as global government 
implementation of the UNESCO 
Recommendation on OER. 

 
As CC looks ahead to the next 20 

years, our focus is on making it even easier for people to share 
their and reuse others’ openly licensed knowledge and cultural 
works. We look forward to countries, institutions and 
individuals sharing and contributing to the sustainability of CC. 
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